
Investigation of violence in children’s homes
“Our dignity was taken from us” – Violence in the children’s homes of the
Evangelical Brotherhood Korntal from the 1950s to the 1980s

A CONTRACT RESEARCH WITH MAXQDA

TRIGGER WARNING!

Code-Relations-Browser
Which individual perpetrators (columns) were guilty of what forms of violence (rows)? How many of those questioned accused the individual perpetrators 
(intersections)? Overall, approx. 80 perpetrators were identified by name. Among them were eight ‘habitual offenders’ who performed acts of violence 
against at least 10 of the people who were questioned. Three of these habitual offenders were particularly prominent (big intersections). They performed 
acts of violence against between 30 and 77 of those who were questioned, and were each responsible for a large number of the situations of physical, 
mental or sexualized violence reported.

Code 
Configurations
How many of those affected 
were affected by only one 
form of violence and how 
many were affected by a 
combination of different 
forms of violence?

Crosstab
During which years (5-year steps) were the people 
questioned in the home? From the end of the 1970s, the 
number of people affected declined.

Project
• Time frame: April 2017 until June 2018
• Ended with a press conference in Stuttgart
• EUR 1,000-20,000 compensation per person
• Group of clients made up of mediators and 

representatives of the groups of victims and the 
Brotherhood, and representatives of civil 
societies.

• Financed by the Deaconry of the Evangelical 
Brotherhood Korntal

• Information: www.aufklaerung-korntal.de

How many of the people questioned were affected by the individual 
forms of violence (inductive subcodes), in this example, mental 
violence?

Code Frequencies & Subcode Statistics
How many of the people questioned were affected by the individual 
forms of violence (deductive codes)?

Design
1. Institutional analysis (B. Hafeneger):

• Literature research
• Files analysis in archive collections
• 20 Interviews with former employees

2. Interviews with those affected
– Focus of the poster:
• 120 interviews with former home children 

(B. Baums-Stammberger)
• 105 interviews were assessed for the 

report, using the thematical qualitative 
content analysis with additional 
quantitizing (A. Morgenstern-Einenkel)

➢ A few examples of MAXQDA tools, which 
were used for investigation:
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